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Yanagawa 

   

 
willow   river 

 
Yanagawa City means town along 

the river or canal with willow trees.  

Origin of Yanagawa 



Outline of Yanagawa City 

 
Administrative area : 76.88 square kilo meters 

Population : 70,985 (31st December 2012) 

Household : 24,863 (31st December 2012) 

Birth per month : 30 to 50 

Death per month : 80 to 120 

Persons moved in per month : 100 to 150 

Persons moved out per month : 100 to 150 

Tourists per year : about 1.2  to million 

Symbol tree of City : willow 

Symbol flowers of City : sweet flag, wistaria    



Yanagawa Castle 

During 16th Century to beginning of 17th 

Century, there were many castles in Japan. 

Old Map of Yanagawa and Neighboring Area 



 Plan of Yanagawa Castle 



 Tenshukaku (Main Building) of  

 Yanagawa Castle 



 Yanagawa Castle 

Castle Town = Castle + Downtown 



 Castle town of Yanagawa 



 Water treatment before Japanese high  

economic Growth   

Farmers took care of canals and 

 river. 

water treatment tank ditch canal 

Old drainage system in town 



During Japanese High Economic Growth,   

especially 1960s and former of 1970s, the river  

and canals in Yanagawa were polluted by illegal 

throwing away garbage and wasted water of 

daily life.   Quality of water became worse and 

worth.   There also existed bad smell problem.  

Garbage by illegally  

throwing away to the 

canal  



In 1977, ñWater Quality Improvement Planò was 

made and ñWater Clean-up Projectò started.   The 

leader was Tsutae Hiromatsu who was   a head of 

water supply division  of Yanagawa City office.  

Supply of  oxygen by jet tube 

Removal of  sludge 



Mr. Hiromatsu proposed Citizensô Participation 

in ñWater Clean-up Projectò in order to take 

back attractive canals, moats and rivers. 

Latter half of 1970s 
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